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DIARY DATES

FRIDAY 10TH MARCH
Whole School Sports Day

MONDAY 13TH MARCH
Public Holiday

TUESDAY 14TH MARCH
Pupil Free Day

MONDAY 20TH MARCH
Annual General Meeting
Gawler House 6.30pm

THURSDAY 13TH APRIL
Last Day of Term 1

TERM DATES
Term 2  May 1st - July 7th
Term 3  July 24th - Sept 29th
Term 4  October 16th - Dec 15th

 Premiers Reading Challenge
 See Library for details

OHSC Phone Number
Judy 0419 815 125

2017 Newsletter 1

Welcome to 2017 and an especially warm welcome to our new 
students, families and staff. This year we have many exciting 
projects to improve our site, however, first and foremost I would 
like to shout from the rooftops our SACE results from the Class of 
2016. At the start of last year, I said to our Year 12 students that 
the bar had been set higher than ever before. They readily took 
this challenge on and surpassed all previous records to achieve 
the school’s best completion rate with 99% of students completing 
SACE! This represents the third year of improvement for our site and 
we congratulate our students on their achievements. We are very 
proud of the learning environment we have created from Reception 
to Year 12 and recognise that our continued improvement is due to 
the work of the whole school community.

This year we will see some huge changes to our facilities with the 
$3.5M STEM Works development, the creation of two Disability 
Unit classes and two additional Special Classes, as well as our site 
receiving funding to increase our renewable energy facilities and 
upgrade our lighting to LED.

With all this going on it is important we don’t lose sight of our 
continued improvement journey and the core business – teaching 
and learning. Our site improvement plan for 2017 sits around 3 main 
areas: Improving literacy and numeracy achievement, developing 
teaching and learning, and embedding a positive learning culture. 
More specifically we are going to focus on developing growth 
mindsets, engaging students as co-designers of learning and 
positive behaviours for learning.

In closing I would like to invite all interested parents to our Annual 
General Meeting for Governing Council on Monday 20th March. We 
meet at 6.30 for a 7pm start at Gawler House Alfresco( the covered 
area to the rear of Gawler House). Light refreshments will be served 
and Governing Council positions determined. If you are interested in 
sitting on our Governing Council or just interested in having a say in 
who does win membership, then please come along. If you wish to 
find out a little more before deciding, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Andrew Dickinson         Principal



JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear Families,
What an excellent start to the 2017 school year! We welcome many new families to our school and 
classes have begun their learning programs with enthusiasm. Our first R-6 assembly took place in week 
two.
We welcome families to future assemblies, at 9:00 in the Activity room on Fridays (even weeks). Please 
check the sandwich board at the front of the R-6.
New staff joining our team this year include Peta Tooley (reception), Georgie Bush (year 3) and Martina 
Ebert (school counsellor).
Todd McGuigan is our new assistant head of junior school with a focus on Science Technology Engineering 
and Mathematics, Sandy Evans is our Numeracy Coordinator and Kerryl Dale is our Literacy Coordinator. 
Warren McInnes is the R-6 Aboriginal Education Teacher and we welcome back Katherine Prime (year2/3) 
and Natalea Howarth (year 6).
Class teachers will make contact with parents/carers and our formal interviews will be held in week 10 
and 11 of this term.
I look forward to a year of positive opportunities and learning growth for students. Please contact your 
class teacher for further information and support.
Kind regards,
Sue Wirth
R-6 Sub School Leader

R-6 Values Award Winners

At each R-6 assembly we award particular students who have shown our School Values of Respect, 
Generosity and Excellence to a high standard. The following are our first round of recipients for 2017. 
Congratulations to all award winners.

Todd McGuigan     Assistant Head of Junior School 

Brenna, Sebastian, Fiona, 
Tyler, Madalyn, Angus   

Eleanor, Kaiden, Lilly, Elca, 
Charlotte

Alison, Coen, Joash, Victoria, 
Johnathan



JUNIOR SCHOOL

STEM NEWS
Some of our Year 1/2 students have been learning how to program Bee-Bots. Bee-Bots are 
programmable floor robots, perfect for teaching control, directional language and programming to young 
children. Students were programming the Bee-Bots to follow the path of certain numbers ranging from 
0-9. There were lots of discussions being had about how to modify the programming when they made a 
mistake. The students were engaged and have asked when they will be doing Bee-Bots again. Students 
in our year 4/5 class have also been engaged in directional language and programming of Bee-Bots in 
their class as well. They are an exciting and engaging tool to teach simple coding concepts to students.  

Todd McGuigan 

The Fundraising committee are looking for        
donations of items no more than $5.00 in value for 
our Mother’s Day Stall. Donations can be handed 
in at the Front Office of the Junior School. Ideas 
for donations: Mugs, pens, soaps, pot plants and 
hand creams/moisturisers.

                                                         

SUN SMART POLICY
As a SunSmart Junior School, to minimise the danger 

of ultraviolet radiation exposure for students, we 
require Junior School students to wear appropriate sun 

protective clothing and broad-brimmed hats.

NO HAT, NO PLAY
We encourage ALL students to wear a 
school bucket hat to be complaint with 

the SunSmart Policy..

PLAY DATE  
IN THE JUNIOR SCHOOL

Parents & Carers are welcomed for  
Coffee, Cake & Conversation

Friday 3rd March, 2017

9.00am  

Junior School Activity room

Sue Wirth, Martina Ebert & Ailsa Roberts 

JS Leader         Jnr Councellor          Pastoral care worker

GDC BUCKET HATS $10.00  GDC 
Socks   $ 4.00 

AVAILABLE FROM JUNIOR 
OFFICE



MIDDLE SCHOOL

It has been a very busy start to the year in the Middle Years and we have packed a lot into the first 3 
weeks of school.  The year 7 group have settled in very well to their new surroundings in the Secondary 
part of the College. The Year 7’s joined the Year 8’s for a great day at the pool during week 2.  They got 
to know one another better and discovered that they could work really well as a team, edging out some 
of the year 8 groups in a number of the activities on offer.  A number of Year 7’s will be heading off to a 
T20 Cricket event in the coming weeks and they are all very excited about it.

We have also welcomed 170 Year 8’s to Gawler & District College this year and it has certainly been 
an action packed few weeks for them.  To build on their transition days at the end of last year, Year 
8’s spent a large part of their first day with their home care teachers becoming more familiar with the 
routines of Secondary school.  To further help them build relationships with each other, all Year 8’s 
spent a day at the pool having some fun in the sun and participating in team building activities with their 
home care group.  

To round out the first 3 weeks of Year 8, 105 students headed off with 8 teachers to Woodhouse for a 3 
day camp.  Here the students participated in a number of adventure activities including laser skirmish 
and the dreaded ‘Challenge Hill’.  They also learnt how to collect water, light a fire and find food to help 
them survive if they were ever stranded in the outback. Students also tried their hand at frisbee-golf, 
dot painting and orienteering.  There were several night hikes along the Heysen Trail where the group 
came across some koalas and kangaroos.  It was a great opportunity for students to make new friends 
and to get to know their teachers better.  By the time it was Wednesday afternoon, the students (and 
teachers!) were exhausted and ready for the trip home.  A huge thank-you must go out to Miss Emery 
for her organisation of this camp and also to Miss Tyler, Mrs Lowe, Miss Taylor, Mr Gibson, Miss Clarke, 
Miss Hilliard and Mr Burke for helping to make the camp a great experience for our students.

All Year 9’s have also had a great start to the year.  They also participated in orientation activities on 
their first day back at school and were lucky enough to follow this up with a number of excursions to 
help them get to know their teachers better the following week.  All staff that accompanied students on 
excursions reported that the students had represented their school in an excellent manner.  The group 
that remained at school did a great job working through the activities on offer for them and impressed 
their teachers with their ability to keep on track all day.  

Year 9’s should be settled into their classes now and into a routine in terms of home study and 
preparing themselves for the additional academic demands this year will hold.  Students have had the 
opportunity to change their elective subjects and these should all be finalised by now.

Our aim here at Gawler & District College is to ensure that we meet the educational, social and 
emotional needs of all of our students.  Your child’s home care teacher should be the first point of call 
if you have any questions and concerns about any aspect of their schooling.  Miss Rebecca Emery 
and Mrs Colleen Lowe are the Year 7&8 and Year 9, Year Level Managers, respectively and can be 
contacted should you require additional support.  Ms Cheryl Raso is the Middle School Counsellor and 
can be contacted for matters relating to a student’s wellbeing.

On a personal note, I would like to thank all of the students, staff and parent community at Gawler & 
District College for making me feel very welcome in my new role here.

Liz Rankin

Head of Middle School



 SENIOR SCHOOL

 

It has been a busy start to the year across the senior school.  With various activities and guest speakers 
during the recent Orientation day, our students were provided with valuable opportunities to prepare for 
success.  We would like to extend our congratulations to our 2016 group of year 12’s for everything they 
achieved and contributed to during their time at Gawler & District College.  We would also like to  
welcome our new cohort od students to the senior school.

Many key elements contribute towards making the senior years of high school a successful one, with the 
habits established early carrying forward as the year progresses.  Students who wish to succeed need 
to develop good work practices at school.  They need to be self-motivated, focussed and able to work 
independently.  Parental support and correspondence is highly important throughout the year.

We look forward to another rewarding year with our year students.

Derek Slater

Head of Senior School

RACHAEL REPRESENTS STATE.
Rachael, a Year 9 student recently travelled to Canberra to represent South Australia with an Under 15’s 
Softball team. The whole team played really well and they came away with second postition and a Silver 
medal. Well Done!

 

Drama Masks made by the Year 8/9 Spec Ed Class



MIDDLE / SENIOR SCHOOL

STEM Program Update

Gawler & District College B-12  happily took part in the STEM program encouraged by  (Uni SA) in 2016, 
(STEM; Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics). This project was sought out when the opportunity 
arose incorporating or reincorporating a new way to teach the students, a way to encourage them to participate 
and develop skills that they may need in the future.Uni SA invited 16 schools across the state to participate 
in the STEM challenge. This project took part over 10 weeks, being the whole of Term 3.

GDC had Year 10 students from a Science class participating in this program, as well as Year 11 students 
from a Physics class under the guidance of  Mr Burgess. STEM normally involves a type of scientific program 
where something is created and tested.This year, the Year 10 students were given a project which related to 
transportation. The brief they were assigned included thinking of a problem that a form of transportation has 
and then coming up with their own solution. 

The task not only included discovering a problem and thinking of a solution but they also had to document all 
their progress in the form of both written and oral reports. Some  students chose to create their prototypes on 
the computer using software they had available, whereas others chose to create a visual 3D interpretation 
of their creation. 

Year 11 students were given an event of their choice to organise. Everything was under their control and 
supervision. The students had to plan the whole event without assistance, from the hiring, the catering, the 
parking and a show of fireworks was included as well. They also had to document everything in written and 
oral reports.wThe best groups from each year level then went onwards to compete in one of the four semi-
finals at Uni SA. GDC won first place against three other schools. Our students now get to compete in the 
final against another three schools in a series of unseen STEM challenges.

Gawler & District College has announced they will run a semester-long Year 10 subject dedicated to STEM 
this year as the school received  3.5 million dollars of funding to refurbish a new space so that STEM can be 
better facilitated within the school.

By Danica - Yr 11 Student



GDC PASTORAL CARE WORKERS
Ailsa Roberts - Junior School PCW and Josh Sanders - Senior School PCW

We are well into the term 1 chaos now and routines are hopefully now organised.  Sports, music and 
extracurricular activities may have started and our young people/children are fitting into their learning en-
vironments. There is so much going on in our (parents) lives that we can become overwhelmed with the 
commitments our children have.  I am totally over reading ‘Green Eggs and Ham’ for the one hundredth 
time (I have three five year olds who love Dr Seuss!).
There’s just not enough time in the day to do everything that, as a parent, we might want to teach or do 
with our children.  I did find something on ‘Pintrest’ the other day however, that is great.  If I could do 
nothing else but teach my children these nineteen things I would be happy.

19 ESSENTIAL SOCIAL SKILLS
   
Asking for what you want        Giving constructive criticism
Asking questions for which you need the answers        Listening
Answering questions         Using appropriate voice tone
Getting attention appropriately       Asking for help
Accepting ‘No’ for an answer        Making an apology
Working with others         Minding your own business
Asking permission         Resisting peer pressure
Disagreeing Appropriately        Staying on task
Following Instructions         Waiting your turn

Josh Sanders (Senior School), and I are the Pastoral Care Workers in Gawler & District College and we 
are available for staff, youth/children and parents/carers to talk to.  
Ailsa Roberts
Pastoral Care Worker (Junior School)

  

                               
        
   
 
   
 

KICKSTART 
FREE STUDENT 

BREAKFAST 
@ 8:30am

Year R-6 daily
Year 7-12 



SENIOR SCHOOL 

MENINGOCOCCAL B VACCINE HERD IMMUNITY STUDY: FOR SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTERS  
Participation of Year 10,11 and 12 students in The B Part of It Study 
The licensed meningococcal B vaccine (Bexsero®) is being offered to all year 10, 11 and 12 students in 
2017 at our school by Health and Immunisation Management Services as part of The South Australian B 
Part of it Meningococcal B Vaccine Herd Immunity Study.  
During 2017 - 2018  each participant will:  
* Receive 2 doses of Meningococcal B (Bexsero®) vaccine  
* Complete 2 single page questionnaires  (1 if student is in year 12) 
* Have 2 throat swabs taken (1 if student is in year 12) 
* Receive a $20 iTunes card after having each throat swab 
* Immunisation consent packs will be sent home to all eligible students 
 It is important that you read the information contained in the pack before you provide consent for        
 your child to take part in the study.   
* The student is also required to provide their consent to participate in the study by signing and   
 dating the consent form.  
The vaccine is licensed in Australia and recommended for use in adolescents and toddlers.  
* The Meningococcal B vaccine is also licensed in Europe, Canada and the USA where is it being  
 used to protect children against meningococcal B disease.   
* Up to 25% of adolescents carry the meningococcal bacteria in their throat. While this may not  
 cause illness to themselves, the adolescent has the potential to spread the bacteria which may  
 cause disease in others.  
* The study aims to determine whether the Meningococcal B vaccine has the additional benefit of 
preventing the spread of the meningococcus bacteria from person to person.  
If you have any questions about this program, please contact  Health and Immunisation 
Management Services  or the Immunisation Section, SA Health, Monday - Friday, 8.30am - 5pm on 
1300 232 272 or visit  B Part of it website www.bpartofit.com.au 
All parents / legal guardians are requested to complete, sign, date and return the Consent Form, even 
if you do not consent for the student to be part of the study.  If you do not receive a Meningococcal B 
Vaccine Herd Immunity Study pack from your child, and you think your child may be eligible, please ask 
at the school office.  

                        CHILDREN’S CENTRE NEWS



CANTEEN LUNCH ORDER APP 
INTRODUCING an EASY, SECURE, & CONVENIENT 
way to order STUDENT LUNCHES order and pay for 
items from your phone at a time and place that suits 
you. 
Gawler & District College and Rory’s School lunches are 
excited to launch online ordering for lunches via the Qkr! 
app. 

For those who are new to the app, Qkr! by MasterCard is 
a secure payment app for schools and can be downloaded 
for free from the App Store for iPhone and iPad or from 
Google Play for Android phones and tablets.

It is a convenient way for you to order and pay for your 
child’s lunch from the Tuck Shop using your smart phone – 
anytime, anywhere.
To celebrate the launch of this new payment app at Gawler 
& District College, Rory’s School Lunches are running a 
promotion during the remainder of Term 4. Every week a 
family that places a Tuck Shop order with the Qkr! app will 
be selected at random and provided with a free lunch order 
to the value of $10. 

The weekly winner will receive the coupon, they will be contacted by email with details on how to redeem 
their voucher.

And just a reminder - the cut off time each day for placing lunch orders through the Qkr! App is 9.15am.

Is your child at school or starting next year? Would 
you like $500 to help pay for uniforms, books,         
excursions or a laptop? Saver Plus assists individuals 
and families on lower incomes to build assets and 
improve financial capability and has supported thousands
of lower earners to develop a lasting savings habit.

Savers Plus offers:
• Up to $500 in matched savings for education cost
• Fun, free and informal financial education workshops
• Assistance and support from a local Saver Plus worker to establish a savings goal and develop a     
 savings habit.  

Participants make regular deposits towards a savings goal over a 10-month period and attend workshops 
to build their financial management skills. When participants reach their savings goal, ANZ matches the 
amount – up to $500 – towards education costs including uniforms, text books, laptops, sports equipment, 
music tuition, TAFE or apprenticeship costs, and much more.

Who is eligible?
You may be eligible to join Saver Plus if you: 

• Have a Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card
• Are at least 18 years old
• Have some regular income from work (you or your partner) including casual, part-time, full-time 
or   seasonal employment 
• Have a child at school or attend vocational education yourself.

To find out more, phone or SMS your name & postcode to 1300 610 355, or email saverplus@bsl.org.au



School Uniform Enquiries
Open Fridays 9-11am 
via the Main Reception Office
To sell /purchase 2nd hand 
uniforms enquire Main & Junior 
School Receptions.
We always welcome donations 
of 2nd hand uniforms. 
More information 
http://gdc.sa.edu.au/parentinfo

School Canteen Lunch Orders
Provided from Rory’s School 
Lunch Order Menu. 
View and print a PDF menu  
www.rorys.com.au/school-lunches
or go on the Qkr app.

 

GDC SCHOOL FEES

SCHOOL FEES ARE NOW DUE.
Payment plans can be arranged. 
 
Pay in person during school hours 
or online http://gdc.sa.edu.au/
invoice.htm

School Card applications must 
be submitted each year.  These 
forms are available on line or from 
the school. http://gdc.sa.edu.au/
schoolcard.htm 


